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ANALYSIS OF ‘MEMORIES OF MY FATHER’ BY EYAKEM GULILAT AND ‘MANADI DUD’ BY WILLIAM PAUL THOMAS
Introduction 
Eyakem Gulilat grew up in Ethiopia and later mover in the USA in 1996. He used to find his home country weird and thought it was weird the way they were presented in the West. He published his work, ‘Memories of my Father,' in 2010. He used printing ink as his material medium with material support of a printing paper. He is an Ethiopian-American cultured man. Having two different cultures, he intended to investigate themes such as; race, familial, love, labor and culture. 
Gulilat is a photographer born in 1976. He earned his BA in Abilene Christian University. He was also credited for his MFA in the University of Oklahoma. His work is founded in the curiosity for belonging. He focused his work on complexities that related to memory, place, cross-cultural encounters and perceptions of time. His work was a symbol to question the possible differences between photographer and subject. That is the boundaries that distinguish a group of people from another. Also, the ways our opinions and perceptions changes when viewing one another in a camera lens. His work is well respected and is distributed in galleries for visual. 


William Paul Thomas is a black American born in 1985 in Chicago. He attained his BA at the University of Wisconsin and his MFA at the University of Carolina. In his ‘Manadi Dud' work, he used oil and acrylics as the material medium. He used portraits of black men to depict the Black Americans. The eyes of these portraits were a symbol that was used to express their own story. In his choice of color, he used blue to portray a promise that is unfulfilled by the government of US concerning the freedom of the Black Americans, lack of justice and their happiness. 
The explanations of the work of Thomas speak volume of the current situations the Black Americans include him. He wishes to leave a legacy of how the people of color are treated in the US. In his portraits, each image contains a blur to relate the image with its generic future. In his work, he expressed themes such as; race-based conflict, slavery, representation, identity, and culture.
Thomas's work in art is expressed using paint of disembodied heads of people of his color and his social circle. Along with his image, he scrawls a text which is often tinged with a sense of humor. He is fond of using his native language from where he was reared by. Painting these images is his way of exploring the human condition. 
Both the work of Eyakem Gulilat and William Paul Thomas are a representation of their own life experience. Both of them hold two different cultures, and they use art to express the indifferences between these cultures. Their themes connect them not to mention their passion for art. They are both concerned on indifferences that are brought as a result of racial differences. In both their work, they use the African theme in their arts to express the current situation of a Black American in America.
In summary, art is a way of communication and both Eyakem Gulilat, and William Paul Thomas uses it effectively to raise their concerns. From the above analysis, their work has a strong connection especially due to the fact that both of them hold two different race and culture. The beauty of art is that it is symbolic and it is up to some psychological connections to understand it. They both use it as a safe way to say some of the things that are considered to be politically wrong.
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